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Roll the dice. Go!

Come along and join us for 3 days of lessons and activities across the 

school for all current Year 6 students who have accepted a place at any 

of our family of schools in August 2020.

During your time at your chosen school you will meet your form teacher, 

take part in a variety of activities and lessons and make new friends. 

YOUR CHANCE TO ADVANCE!

Heath Lane Academy 
1st - 3rd July 2020 
8.45am - 2.50pm

COMING TO 

A SCHOOL 

NEAR YOU!

What will happen on your first 
day?	
We have not decided yet exactly what 
your first day will look like but it will be 
something like this.
You will say goodbye to your parents if 
they bring you to the school gate and you 
will all come in and meet in a specific area. 
We will make sure you know where to go. 
This is usually a big room such as our gym. 
You will meet Mrs Brown and she will tell 
you what form group you will be in. You 
will then come to assembly with your new 
form tutor and the rest of your form. You 
will meet our Principal at assembly who 
is also new - it will be her first day too so I 
hope she doesn’t get lost!
After assembly you will go to your new 
form room with your form tutor and the 
rest of your form. You will be given your 
‘Ready to Learn’ pack, your planner and 
your timetable. Your form tutor will go 
through some important information 
with you and you will have chance to ask 
questions. Your first day will not be the 
same as the rest of the days at school as 
you will spend quite a lot of time sorting 
things out with your form tutor. You will 
have break and lunchtime at the normal 
times and you will also get chance to go to 
your first lessons following your timetable. 
You will always finish every day with your 
form tutor and this will always be in your 
form room.

Ready, Steady, Go!Ready, Steady, Go!
Welcome to the Hartshill School	
Hello and welcome to Hartshill School. We are looking forward to 
meeting you all in September. I am sure we have met some of you 
already on our Year 5 day last year, at our open evening and our Year 
5 evening so hopefully you have had a chance to see Hartshill school 
at some point already but do not worry if you haven’t. We will be 
doing a tour of the school and introducing you to some members 
of staff and students over the next few weeks and months so keep 
an eye out for your invitation to have a virtual tour around Hartshill 
School. The purpose of this newsletter is to answer some questions 
you may have and there is opportunity for you to ask some other 
questions at the end of this newsletter if you wish.

Key people who will help me when I start at  
Hartshill School	
Mrs Brown – Head of Year 7. 
Mrs Brown has a dog and she also likes chocolate
Mrs Green – Pastoral Manager. 
Mrs Green has a dog called Ralph and her favourite fruit is 
strawberries.
Mrs Smith – Assistant Headteacher. 
Mrs Smith has a dog and 2 cats and her favourite fruit is raspberries.

Mrs Brown Mrs Green Mrs Smith

YEAR 6YEAR 6YEAR 6YEAR 6

What do I need to bring with me on my first day?
Yourself! That is the most important thing. You should come to school in your new school uniform. 
Bring a school bag which must be big enough to carry your ‘Ready to Learn’ pack in it plus some books so please 
make sure it is a suitable size. It is a good idea to bring a bottle of water or a drink and a snack if you wish.  
Our lunchtime is much later than at your primary school. 
Make sure your parents have put money on your account if you are going to buy lunch or bring some money so 
you can top up your account. Or bring a packed lunch. You do not need to bring a PE kit on the first day.
Please do not bring valuables with you. Hartshill is a big school with lots of children. 
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What about school uniform ?
You will have received a pack of forms for your parents to read through and return. In this pack there is information 
on what uniform you will need. At the moment with shops being shut it is difficult to get this but do not worry. 
Local uniform suppliers tell us they hope to open in plenty of time and also they have plenty of uniform for 
everyone.
Make sure you follow the uniform guides, do not buy trousers of shoes that do not follow these guidelines as we are 
strict on our uniform and want every pupil to be smart and wear the same. It is part of our discipline and also we like 
everyone who sees you in our local community to see the high standards we have in place. (Full sized pages are in 
transition pack and on the school website)

What are the times of the school day?
The school canteen is open from 8.00am for students 
who want to have breakfast at school.
Arrive at school by 8.40

Period 1................................. 8.45-9.45

Period 2............................... 9.45-10.45

Break.................................10.45-11.05

Period 3.............................11.05-12.05

Period 4.............................12.05-13.05

Lunch.................................13.05-13.45

Period 5.............................13.45-14.45

Prep time..........................14.45-15.10

End of school day........................15.10

What happens about changing into  
PE kit at Hartshill School?
The first lesson you will have of PE will be an 
introductory talk.  You do NOT need your PE 
kit for this. In your lesson you will meet the PE 
department staff who will explain what you will be 
doing and the opportunities available to you.
We have 2 changing areas one for boys and one for 
girls. PE staff are always nearby. 
You can hand any valuables such as watches to 
your PE teacher and they will keep them safe 
during your lesson.
You are expected to bring your PE kit every time 
you have a PE lesson. If you forget anything you 
must tell your PE teacher and they will arrange for 
you to use spare kit. 
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What does a Year 7 timetable look like?
This is an example of a Year 7 timetable – it looks quite complicated at first but you will soon get the hang of things.
On Monday the first lesson is 7a/Hi2 – this means Year 7 and Hi2 stands for History group 2. It then says E14 8.45-
9.45 MWH – This means E14 is the classroom which is in E block, 1st floor and room 4, the time of the lesson is 
8.45 – 9.45am and 
then the MWH is the 
teacher’s initials. In 
this example MWH, 
this is Mr Whitehouse 
who is an amazing 
history teacher and 
some of you may have 
met him before on 
Open Evening or Year 5 
Evening.
If you get confused 
do not worry, show 
somebody your 
timetable and they will 
be able to help you 
find the right class and 
the right room.

What about homework in Year 7?
To help you remember key facts from your lessons, all of the subjects 
at Hartshill School will give you a knowledge organiser. This contains 
all of the key facts about the topic you are learning. You will be 
expected to do 20 minutes every day learning about the topics on 
your knowledge organiser.
 Your teachers will tell you what they want you to learn. You may also 
get some other homework that is relevant to your lessons or that 
helps you to prepare for a future lesson. Your teachers will explain 
what the homework is and you will record it in your planner so you 
don’t forget. 
We have a homework club for you to do homework in school if you 
want some extra help or if you prefer working at school instead of at 
home.

How will I make new 
friends?
Mrs Brown Head of Year 7 has spoken 
to your Year 6 teacher so she knows 
who your friends are from primary 
school. Coming to Hartshill is a really 
great opportunity to make new 
friends, so if you are coming from a 
school on your own or none of your 
friends are coming to Hartshill please 
do not worry, there is plenty of chance 
to make new friends. 
You will be in a form group with other 
Year 7’s and you will have a form tutor 
who you will see every day. There are 
always lots of competitions between 
the Year 7 forms especially on things 
like merits and attendance. 
You will have lots of opportunities to 
make friends with pupils in your form, 
in the rest of Year 7 and with older 
students across the school. We have 
lots of after school clubs which you can 
join to meet other pupils as well.

This is just an example of a timetable and is not your timetable. 

Mobile Phones
Mobile phones are a part of our everyday lives and we accept a lot of 
pupils may have their own phone. If brought onto school premises they 
are the sole responsibility of the pupil and once on site all phones must 
be switched off all day. This includes break and lunchtimes. If a phone is 
seen (switched on or off) it will be confiscated and a parent/carer will be 
asked to come into school to collect it. This policy is in place to ensure 
that everyone remains focused on learning, and enjoys social times 
without distraction. It is also important that in the technology filled lives 
we all now have pupils have a break from this.
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What do I do if I don’t know where to go for my 
lesson?
You will be given a timetable on your first day at Hartshill. That timetable 
tells you what subject you have, what room and what teacher. Your 
timetable will be put into your planner so you know where it is. Lots of 
pupils worry about getting lost in their first few days and weeks. Once 
you have been at school for a few days you will know where all your 
classrooms are. If you get lost – ask. Don’t forget that there will 215 new 
Year 7 pupils plus there will be some new staff too and they will perhaps 
be worried about getting lost too so you are not on your own. There are 
lots of pupils and staff who can help you find your way if you don’t know 
where to go. We also have ‘Student Services’ which is where you can go 
if you can’t find anyone else to help you. They are based near the school 
reception.

What do you do at lunchtime? 	
At lunchtime you can buy your lunch from the main school hall. Year 7 and 
Year 8 all eat in the main hall together, even if you have a packed lunch. 
The older students in Year 9-11 eat in the canteen so there is always plenty 
of room for you to sit down and eat with your friends in the school hall. 
Lunch time is only 30 minutes, so nowhere near as long as it is in your 
primary school that will be something that you will need to get used to.  
You do have time to meet up with your friends and spend time outside if 
you wish. We have a cashless system for buying food. Your parents have 
had information about this already. They will put money onto your account 
and then you use your fingerprint to access your account and pay for your 
food. It is really quick and saves you from having to carry money at school. 
You can bring money in to add to your account if you want to, that is 
something to discuss with your parents/carers about which way is easier to 
manage your account. If you have free school meals you will still use your 
fingerprint the same as everyone else and this just takes money off your 
daily allowance. 
Here is an example of the menu: 

Can I get rewards for 
working and behaving 
well?
Yes there are lots of rewards to 
gain. You can get rewards for your 
behaviour and for your work. There 
are achievement points and merits 
to collect, certificates and badges 
and also prizes, so lots of great 
things to work towards achieving. 
You will find out more about all of 
these when you come to Hartshill 
School.

What do I do if I need the 
toilet and I’m in a lesson?
We realise that coming to 
secondary school involves lots 
of changes and we do things 
differently to primary school 
because we are a much bigger 
school. 
Pupils should not really be going 
out of lesson to use the toilets, 
although we do realise at the start 
of Year 7 this is something you 
will have to get used to. 
If you have a medical issue it is 
important that Mrs Brown, your 
Head of Year 7 knows this and she 
will make arrangements for you 
to be able to use the toilets at any 
time. 
We have lots of toilets at Hartshill 
and they are all open for you 
to use before school, break, 
lunchtime and after school.

Student Bulletin
‘Be the Best’16/03/20 A Bulletin for Students, Parents and Carers

GEOGRAPHY 
FIELD TRIP

UPCOMING EVENTS

ACHIEVEMENT POINTS 
STUDENT LEADER BOARD

Claudia R Virtus 4 ........................2507
Joshua H Virtus 5 ........................2043
Aiden B Invictus 2.....................1743
Mohammad A Veritas 2 ......................1727
Cobie G Virtus 5 ........................1598
Rosie N Invictus 5.....................1561
Tyler R Scientia 5 ....................1548
Amber J Virtus 5 ........................1487
Alex W Virtus 5 ........................1471
Vicky B Veritas 3 ......................1446
Evie B Virtus 5 ........................1431
Isla R Veritas 2 ......................1389
Lewis N Veritas 2 ......................1371
Bradley F Virtus 4 ........................1355
Lily M Scientia 1 ....................1347
Kushal G Scientia 5 ....................1339

Yr11 Geography Field Trip  
- Tuesday 17th March
Yr11 JC6 Interviews in the Careers 
Office WBC 
·  Thursday 19th March (times to be 
confirmed)

Teaching staff Professional 
Development (CPD)
·  Wednesday 25th March – school closes 
to students at 12.30pm

·  Tuesday 23rd June – school closes to 
students at 2.30pm

Year 7 Parents Evening:  
Thursday 19th March 4pm – 6.30pm
Year 9 Pathways Parents Evening:  
Thursday 2nd April 4pm – 6.30pm
Year 5 Advance to Go (transition) day: 
Tuesday 30th June 9.30am – 2.30pm
Year 6 Advance to Go (transition) days: 
1st to 3rd July 8.45am – 2.50pm

A, Ethan
C, Jasmine
E, Annabel
F, Jon
F, Charlie
F, Joshua
G, Archie
H, Benjamin
H, Cody
H, Connor
H, Cameron
J, Jack
J, Skye
L, Cameron
L, Cydney
M, Connor
M, Jack
M, Sean
P, Ebony
P, Ky
P, Emma
P, Somma

S, Max
S, Lily
S, Isaac
T, Amber
T, Mollie-Jean
T, Shantel
W, George
W, Mia
W, Emily
Z, Zhili
B, Spencer
C, Noah
D, Callum
D, William
D, Liam
E, Zeki
H, Paris
I, Stanley
P, Hailie-Jade
P, Scott
T, Liam
W, Lucy

Geography field trip - 17th March

On Tuesday 17th March all year Geography 
students will be out of school all day to 
complete fieldwork for their paper 3 exam. 
Students will leave school at 9am and be 
back for the end of the school day. Students 
will need to be in full uniform for the morning 
part of the visit in Leicester but will need to 
bring at least a change of footwear for the 
visit to Burbage Common in the afternoon 
as it is likely to be very muddy! Apologies for 
any inconvenience caused. List of students 
below.

PARKING
Parents and Carers

Please use the marked parking spaces on the 
school car park when collecting your child. Please 
DO NOT park at the bottom of the car park as the 
bus needs sufficient space to pull round the bend.
Thank you - Pastoral Team

THE BIG BANG FAIR HAS UNFORTUNATELY BEEN CANCELLED.  
The organisers have followed advice regarding the Coronovirus and have cancelled the event for this year.

Find us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.

com/HLA.Leicester/

House
Leaderboard

Invictus - 67214

Virtus - 85130

Veritas - 74010

Scientia - 85632

What do you do at 
break time?	
Breaktime is 10.45 – 11.05am. 
You can buy food and drink from 
the canteen and eat it in there. 
You can also spend time outside, 
meeting up with friends, talking 
or playing football or other 
games.



We believe that every lesson  
must make a difference to  
students’ learning.

To achieve this, we have a consistent set 

of expectations and routines for each 

lesson so that all students are engaged and 

productive throughout. We invest in continual 

professional learning for our staff so that 

they are experts in their subjects and can 

use this expertise to accelerate the progress 

of the students they teach. Working with 

colleagues across The Midland Academies 

Trust, we work collaboratively to develop 

teaching practice and to learn from each 

other, so that all students are challenged to 

achieve their potential in each and  

every lesson. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING

9 10

THE KNOWLEDGE
CURRICULUM

We believe that all students benefit 
from an ambitious and stretching 
curriculum, full of knowledge. 

We clearly define the key knowledge that our 

students will acquire in all subjects, and we 

share this with them so that they can check their 

understanding, revise and prepare for the next 

topic. Our curriculum is structured carefully from 

Year 7 right through to Year 11 so that students are 

constantly exposed to new knowledge during their 

time with us, whilst also revisiting knowledge to 

ensure that it is retained and built upon.

HOME LEARNING

Homework is set to add value to the learning 

that takes place in lessons. We believe that 

opportunities to consolidate, reflect, review  

and revise, accelerate progress and underpin 

good learning.

Examples include:

•  Consolidation exercise e.g. maths including      

    memorisation of tables

•  Practising for mastery e.g. spelling words

•  Revising information for a current topic

•  Practising words or phrases learned in   

    a language other than English.

H    Highly Aspirational

A    Ambitious

R    Respectful

T    Tolerant

S    Safe and valued

H   Highly Achieving

I     Independent 

L    Leading in our community

L    Loving my learning

We encourage all 
students to develop the 
characteristics of good 
learning valued within 
Hartshill School.

Who can I go to in school if I 
am worried about something?
If you are worried about anything at 
school you can talk to any member of 
staff.
You will have your own form tutor so 
some students prefer to talk to them as 
they will see you every day.
You can also talk to your head of year, 
Mrs Brown.
We also have several members of 
staff you can go to who are part of our 
safeguarding team.
Hartshill maybe a much bigger school 
than you are used to but there are lots of 
people you can go to if you are worried 
about anything.

What is the behaviour system and how does it 
work?	
All of your teachers and staff at Hartshill School have very high 
expectations. If you don’t meet these in lesson or around school staff 
will remind you how you should behave.  This gives you the chance 
to do better.
If however, you choose to not follow the rules again you may be sent 
out of lesson to a different room so that you can calm down. This 
gives you a chance to reflect on your behaviour and the chance to 
reset yourself and start afresh.

I’ve still got some questions 
not answered.	
If you still have a question please email 
newparentsHHS@welearn365.com 
and we will get back to you as soon as 
possible.
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Have a go at the competitions we have set you on the postcards you have received. 
We have been asking you to have a go at a variety of tasks you can enter into competitions. The Competition 
Postcards are on our school website and also have been emailed to you. Try and do your best and enter them. 
This will help you get to know people better when you arrive in your new form group and in your year group. 
There are prizes for every competition so it is worth having a go.
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CompetitionsCompetitionsCompetitionsCompetitions



BBC Bitesize...
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zh4wy9q/starting-secondary-school/1
There are some really helpful videos on here you can watch which will help you see that moving from Primary to 
Secondary school isn’t as scary as you think it might be.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teacher-resources-for-students-transitioning-to-secondary-school/zb68y9q
Look at this website and show your mum and dad as there are some useful videos and ideas that will help you 
realise what you don’t need to worry about joining your new school
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