
Year 5/ 6 
Being Human’ should come through all teaching for that topic. Children must experience their learning from the heart. Think about how to empower and motivate children, so that have greater depth and 

engage emotionally to their learning. How can we inspire the future generations based on what they have learnt about the past, present and future. 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Novel Room 13 The Kite Rider Street Child Skellig Once Kensuke’s Kingdom 

Writing Horror/ Mystery (set in 

future?) 

Diary 

Instructions (Shang 

Dynasty) mask) 

Explanations 

Leaflet 

historical narrative 

classical poetry 

(Victorians) 

Classic WW1 poetry 

Contemporary narrative 

Diaries WW2 

Historical narrative WW2 

Newspaper 

persuasive letter 

discussion 

History/ 

Geography 

Our future world 

 

Shang Dynasty (China) 

 

Victorian influence in 

Birmingham 

 

WW1 WW2 Amazon 

Science Living things and habitats Humans and animals 

(Relate to Shang Dynasty 

(China) 

Forces 

(Machines in workhouse) 

Humans / animals Living things 

 

Light 

 

Thematic 

link 

Look at different habitats 

around the world which have 

been impacted by consumer 

behaviour and caused 

irreparable damage. Discover 

the stories of individuals and 

communities who have taken 

steps to tackle this eg lawyer 

who spearheaded clean-up of 

Mumbai beach, South American 

village who uses no 

plastic etc 

 

How were animals used in 

farming? Travel? 

Providing: meat/ milk/ 

leather, young (to 

continue lifecycle). 

Look at the diet of the 

Shang Dynasty (China)s. 

 

Link to guidelines in 

different faith groups 

about animals eg Islam 

and Judaism’s prohibition 

in consuming pork; 

Hinduism: the importance 

of the cow. Link to Islam 

and the chapter in the 

Quran about the cow. 

How did animals impact 

the Shang Dynasty 

(China)s? 

Explore the impact of using 

machinery as opposed to 

life without technical 

advancement. What were 

the advantages and 

dangers? Health and well-

being of workers. 

 

Look at the 1880 Education 

Act making schooling 

mandatory. What was the 

impact of this on children 

and their families? 

How has schooling changed? 

Health related to soldiers 

(comparing WW1, Covid 19 

and present day) 

animal used in WW2 (why 

were particular species of 

horses used?) 

 

poppies (growth conditions, 

soil) 

Light in Amazon: 

shadow formation 

rainfall (rainbow formation) - light 

sources of indigenous people and 

those children use 

‘Being 

Human’ 

Look at images of cities which 

suffered from high levels of 

Treating animals we use 

to serve our purposes 

Plight and struggles of 

children in the workhouses. 

Experiences of those nurses 

in WW1 and those during 

What was learnt from 

WW1? (chemical warfare) 

Deforestation: 



Learning 

from 

the heart 

 

smog / pollution before and 

during lockdown (2020) eg 

Mumbai, Los Angeles, Wuhan.  

Look at simple data to support 

images. Should climate change 

be tackled with the same 

urgency and strictness as 

COVID-19? Debate. 

with humanity and 

mercifulness.  Invite 

opinion on factory 

farming and other 

methods which are less 

humane. What can be 

done better? Look at 

organic farming 

Look at the working 

conditions carefully. How 

did children help one 

another to get through 

tough times.? Compare to 

own life. How is life 

different for children in 

this country now? 

Covid 19 

-Inspiring future health care 

workers 

-Supporting families and 

communities to make 

healthier choices 

Commemorating the fallen 

Advances in medical science 

 

Impact of tribal communities and 

climate change 

Charity work or raising awareness 

(individuals, schools, communities) 

PSHE Providing a conceptual and 

linguistic framework within 

which to understand and 

debate social issues, providing 

opportunities for engaging in 

the democratic process and 

participating in community life. 

Look at the role of 

animal welfare charities.  

Treating animals with 

mercy and dignity, 

understanding their 

needs even if they 

cannot ‘speak’.   
Providing a clear moral 

code as a basis for the 

behaviour which is 

promoted consistently 

throughout society. - 

Pupils develop empathy, 

compassion & concern 

with others including 

animals.  

Giving pupils 

opportunities across the 

curriculum to explore 

and develop moral 

concepts, values and the 

choices that they make.  
 

 

Appreciate the effort it 

takes to make, package 

and transport goods.  

Giving pupils the 

opportunity to understand 

human feelings and 

emotions, the way they 

impact on people and how 

an understanding of them 

can be helpful.  

By exploring the results of 

right and wrong behaviour 

in the past; for example, 

looking at slavery and 

child labour across the 

globe  

By considering some of 

the characteristics of 

people who have had a bad 

influence and caused 

suffering to others. What 

have others done to stop 

injustice? For example, 

looking at Thomas 

Clarkson.   

By considering questions 

about social structure in 

the past; for example, 

rights of children in past 

times? Is it important that 

society looks after young 

children?  

Health (mental – eg shellshock), Bullying 

 

Well-being of others Relationships and families (evacuations: 

life experiences) 

Resilience (front line and home front, evacuees) 

 



RE Topic: Is it better to express your religion in arts and 

architecture or in charity and generosity? 

Content: 

Describe and make connections between examples of 

religious creativity (buildings and art) (A1). 

Show understanding of the value of sacred buildings and art 

(B3). 

Suggest reasons why some believers see generosity and 

charity as more important than buildings and art (B2). 

Apply ideas about values and from scriptures to the title 

question (C2). 

Topic: What do religions say to us when life gets hard? 

Content:  

- Express ideas about how and why religion can help 

believers when times are hard, giving examples (B2).  

Outline Christian, Hindu and/or nonreligious beliefs about 

life after death (A1). 

Explain some similarities and differences between beliefs 

about life after death (B2). 

Explain some reasons why Christians and Humanists have 

different ideas about an afterlife (B3). 

Topic: What matters most to Christians and Humanists? 

Content:  

Describe what Christians mean about humans being made in the 

image of God and being ‘fallen’, giving examples (A2) 

Describe some Christian and Humanist values simply (B3) 

Express their own ideas about some big moral concepts, such as 

fairness or honesty comparing them with the ideas of others they 

have studied (C3) 

Suggest reasons why it might be helpful to follow a moral code and 

why it might be difficult, offering different points of view (B2). 

British 

Values 

      Democracy  

The rule of law  

Individual Liberty  

Tolerance and Respect 

Spanish Topic: My ideal town  

Content: town planning 

description, Justified opinions, 

the Future Cross-curriculum 

opportunity: Future world     

  

Topic: the market     

Content: food from China  

Cross-curriculum 

opportunity: in our 

supermarkets  

  

   

Topic: The Planets  

Content: planets name, 

description, comparison 

Cross-curriculum 

opportunity:  

Discussion and argument   

  

Topic: PEACE AND WAR 

Content:  

Landscape description   

Emotions   

Spanish Poetry in the 

trenches  

Cross-curriculum opportunity: 

WW1 Explore human 

emotions during traumatic 

life experiences  

Topic: LEADERS   Content:  

Not such a good friend  

Negative statements  

Past World leaders   

Comparison, past tense    

Cross-curriculum opportunity: 

WW2 Why did the Nazis 

bomb a civilian Spanish city? 

Study of Pablo Picasso’s 

painting of  

Guernica   

Topic: The Amazon   

Content:  

animals food chain   

Cross-curriculum opportunity: 

deforestation:  

Impact on tribal communities   

Music Skills: composing and  

writing lyrics   

Instruments:   

virtual platforms to be 

explored   

Cross-curriculum: Our future 

world inspiración: ME GUSTAS  

TU - MANU CHAO  

  

Skills:  Listening and 

appraising   

Film score: Space odyssey 

2000/ Strauss  

Zarathustra Opus 30  

  

Skills:    

Playing and improvising on 

planet descriptions   

Cross-curriculum: our 

planets  

   

Skills:  Listening and 

appraising    

Composer: Wagner, Verdi,  

Chopin   

Cross-curriculum  

PSHE: resilience    

Spanish: lyrics and poetry  

   

Skills: singing  

 “Spanish War Hymn “Si me 

quieres escribir” versión 

Marina Rossell  

Cross-curriculum  

History:  WWII  

RE: cultivating inclusion, 

identity and belonging  

Skills:  Listening and appraising    

Percussion Sound Scape   

Wind, Rain, Birds   

Cross-curriculum   

Fauna and flora  

Art & DT Art  

Habitats (in a box)  

Art  

Making Shang Dynasty  

(China) Masks  

- papier maché  

D & T  

Moving Toys  

Art  

Watercolour painting- Paul 

Nash and Otto Dix  

(WW1/ WW2)  

D & T  

Food Recreate original 

recipes from the  

rationing years of  

WW2  

Art  

Textiles: The Amazon  

 


