
 
Topic National Curriculum Knowledge Musts Skills 

Year 6 

WW2 
 

 
- a study of an aspect or 

theme in British history 

that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066 

 

- Know the key dates associated with the WW2 

- Know why the war started (Hitler invaded 

Poland) 

- Know which countries were involved and why 

- Know the roles of men and women on the front 

line and home front (trenches, medical issues) 

- Know the impact of: the Blitz / air raids; 

rationing, chemicals used in warfare- the 

treatment of cancer 

 

- Uses timelines to place events, periods and cultural movements from 

around the world. 

- Uses timelines to demonstrate changes and developments in culture, 

technology, religion and society. 

- Describes main changes in a period in history using words such as: 

social, religious, political, technological and cultural. 

- Names date of any significant event studied from past and place it 

correctly on a timeline. 

- Describes similarities and differences between some people, events 

and objects studied. 

- Describes how some changes affect life today. 

- Understands that the past has been represented in different ways. 

- Suggests accurate and plausible reasons for how/why aspects of the 

past have been represented and interpreted in different ways. 

- Knows and understands that some evidence is propaganda, opinion or 

misinformation and that this affects interpretations of history. 

- Identifies and uses different sources of information and artefacts. 

- Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of 

evidence. 

- Selects the most appropriate source of evidence for particular 

tasks.  

- Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources 

Key vocabulary Links to local, regional, national and global history Linked reading Cross curricular Assessment opportunities 

Evacuee 

Evacuation 

Kinder Transport 

Rationing 

Black out 

Air raid  

Air raid shelters 

The Blitz 

Nazis 

Gas mask 

Concentration camp 

Allies (supporting Britain) 

Study the Blitz from the point of view of the men, 

women and children within range of the attacks. 

Write a diary entry – split the class- from the point 

of view of: 

• A family feeling the threat of the bombing 

but can hear the damage takin place in the 

neighbourhood 

• Someone in the Anderson shelter whose 

home does get bombed but the family 

survives 

• Someone who survives the bombing but 

whose close relative doesn’t- write about 

Letters from the 

Lighthouse 

Emma Carroll 

Carrie's War 

Nina Bawden 

 

Our Castle by the Sea 

Lucy Strange 

The Lion and the Unicorn 

Shirley Hughes 

 

Goodnight Mister Tom 

English- writing 

diaries, recounts and 

biographies 

 

Geography- learning 

about the localities 

within Britain and how 

they were impacted 

upon depending on how 

populous they were. 

How did people know 

where was safe? Link  

Start of each lesson: mini 

quiz (4 questions on past 

knowledge) key knowledge 

gained. 

 

Cold task: as in maths to 

assess understanding 

 

End of unit assessment 

against learning from the 

unit. 

 



 
The Axes (supporting Germany) the impact on the family. Focus on mental 

health issues and the impact of trauma of 

those 57 nights. Bring out the patriotism 

and feeling of string spirit which Hitler was 

trying to break. 

 

How did people protect their pets especially in the 

event of evacuation? What facilities were available? 

How did the staff manage both themselves and the 

animals in their care. 

 

Read stories and testimonies of children who 

returned home after evacuation. What did they come 

home to discover? What changed in terms of habits, 

behaviours and family dynamics? 

 

Look at the life, achievements and impact of Dame 

Caroline Haslett and her contribution to science and 

engineering during WW2 in particular. 

 
Use of mustard gas in world war 1 (nitrogen mustard) and 

how this was used as an agent in chemotherapeutic 

treatment (cancer-attacking drugs)  after World War 2 

started 

 

Michelle Magorian 

I am David 

Anne Holm 

 

The Emergency Zoo 

Miriam Halahmy 

My Secret War Diary, by 

Flossie Albright 

Marcia Williams 

 

Woeful Second World War 

Terry Deary 

When Hitler Stole Pink 

Rabbit 

 

to evacuation. 

 

Science- food and 

sustenance, growing 

plants 

Links to previous learning Links to future learning 

KS2: Study of civilisations and how Great Britain was influenced by other countries/civilisations 

Use of mustard gas in world war 1 (nitrogen mustard) and how this was used as an agent in chemotherapeutic 

treatment (cancer-attacking drugs)  after World War 2 started 

 

 

 


